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knd," whose spirit the cowardly overseer had labored
in vain to quell, said in a calm, clear voice, that we
had better stand our ground, and advised the females
to lose no time in useless wailing, but get their things
and repair immediately to a cabin at a short distance,
and there remain quiet, without a light, which they
did with all possible haste. The men were terrified
at this bold act of their leader; and many with dismay
at the thought of resistance, began to skulk behind
fences and old buildings, when he opened the door
and requested every slave to leave who felt unwilling
to fight. None were urged to remain, and those
who stood by him did so voluntarily.

Their number was now reduced to twenty-five men,
but the leader, a gigantic African, with a massive,
compact frame, and an arm of great strength, looked
competent to put ten common men to flight. He
clenched his powerful fist, and declared that he would
resist unto death, before he would be arrested by those
savage men, even if they promised not to flog him.
They closed the door, and agreed not to open it; and
then the leader cried, " Extinguish the lights and let
them come 1 we will meet them hand to hand!" Eive
of the number he stationed near the door, with orders
to rush out, if the patrol entered, and seize their
horses, cut the bridles, or otherwise unfit them for
ose. This would prevent them from giving an, alarm
and getting a reinforcement from surrounding planta-led with a
